Collecting Poster Stamps

An occasional periodical dedicated to the study of United States poster stamps

Number 20 January 2017

Automobile Poster Stamps

Advertising poster stamps provide a pictorial overview of the United States automobile industry
in 1914 and 1915. This was the heyday of poster stamps. Although a few such stamps appeared in
1912 and 1913, none of these are automobile related. Considered broadly the automobile industry
comprises not only car manufacturers but also companies making tires, oil and gas, parts and
services, paint, clothing, insurance, roads, and maps.
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Automobiles were primarily gas-powered by this time, moving away from the electric and
steam alternatives promoted a decade earlier. Many products were needed to support the
automobile but gas and oil and tires were essentials. Replacement lights or light bulbs were also
needed.
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The auto parts business included both replacement parts for those that wore out or broke as
well as improvements on what came with the car when purchased. In addition one needed the
appropriate tools to install these parts.
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Many automobile owners liked to “spruce up” their vehicle. A new paint job was a common
improvement. Companies also enticed people with things like upholstery or seat cover upgrades.
Magazines like Motor Age touted all types of accessories.

VITTVIY ST TEIS &0 § V)

P
et £
X0

|  soveaniza;
: i ] ]
. JULIBERGERY - DEPARTMENT
o o< STERILIZED --
: - CURLED-HAIR
W. %i&&g&&fo : Automobile Uphol tery

TY U T YT T TUT T I T VYTV VY Y VT TV T TR YT T T WYY

e o «Deluxe- - "




Collecting Poster Stamps, no. 20 p. 4

Riding in an open car meant finding clothing to protect against the elements. However, I have
not seen stamps advertising such clothing. Special eyeglasses were available to protect against
wind and dirt. Portable fire extinguishers were important safety devices.

Automobile insurance was advertised on many poster stamps. Some focus on auto insurance
alone while others list this as one of several types of insurance available from a company.
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As automobile sales grew dramatically the demand for more and better roads increased.
Purveyors of concrete, asphalt, bricks and creosoted wood blocks competed for road construction
contracts. As more and more roads were built, maps became necessary travel accessories.
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Auction #11

The following poster stamps will be sold to the highest bidder providing minimum bid listed is met. All
stamps are in very good condition with no tears, creases, scuffs or thins. Returnable within 14 days for full
refund. Return postage not reimbursed. Auction ends on January 31, 2017. Bid increments must be $0.50. Tie
bids will go to the earliest bid received. Bids may be submitted by email (rbposterstamps@gmail.com) or
regular mail. No telephone bids please. Postage is free within the United States. No shipments will be made
outside the United States. Payment due when winning bidder receives stamps in mail with invoice. Payment
by check or money order only. Numbers: Bradbury, U. S. Advertising Poster Stamps, 1912-1915. revised ed.
2014.
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Railroad Express labels, circa 1902, all from an album assembled in Saint Louis, Missouri
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115 Lehigh & Wabash 116 Erie Despatch 117 National Express 118 Western Express 119 Wabash
42 x 32 mm. $5. 32 x 32. $3. 29 x 35. $3. 26 x 22. $3. 36 x 38. $3.

ship All Our ExXpress Goous by

; DRAVAGES
IRANSW *

RAIL ROAD 57

120 Lehigh Valley 121 US Express 122 Pacific Express and US Express 123 Drayage Transfer
38 x28. $4. 40 x 30. $4. 28 x 65. $5. St. Louis MO 27 x 22. $6.

T Ty A R R R

(Form 119-A 8Tp.)

Mark, Consign and Ship
OUR FREIGHT

Care of the ‘ PLEASE SH\I,PIKHS ORDER

\@THE CANAWHA DISPATCH

FAST FREIGHT LINE.

Care..

124 Santa Fe 40 x 52. $3. 125 Cumberland Gap Express 126 Kanawha Dispatch 30 x 72. $3.
24 x 48. $5.

ML g,
 FREIGHT by

ORIGINAL BILL OF LADING

e~ WITH INVOICE.

"27 Missouri Kansas & Texas 128 Penna. RR. 48 x 48. $4. 129 Kanawha Dispatch 37 x 60. $5.
48 x 35. $5.



