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Brandon Printing Co. Nashville, Tennessee

Brandon Printing Co. of Nashville, Tennessee, was founded in 1884 and remained in
business until 1937. Starting as a small stationery store, it expanded to print its own goods. By
the end of the century, Brandon Printing was a large general printing and office supply business.

Brandon Printing issued a set of eight poster stamps advertising its own services. (1-8) The
bold colors and attractive designs draw the viewer’s attention.
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Robert C. Bradbury, Books & Poster Stamps, 879 Pleasant Street, Worcester, MA 01602.
(508) 754-2954, e-mail rbposterstamps@gmail.com
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The Brandon Printing imprint is on the bottom margin of poster stamps for six other
advertisers. The Warner Drug stamp is one of two made for this company. (9) The Mitchell
Candy, Wenning and Florence Wagons stamps were apparently single stamps. (10-12) There are
three stamps in the set for Buckeye Nurseries and for the set for Tampa, Florida. (13-14) It is
surprising that artistic styles of these six stamps are so varied. None of them approach the design
quality of the stamps promoting Brandon Printing itself.
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Early History of Advertising Poster Stamps in the U. S.

Printing trade journals provide historical information about advertising poster stamps. Our
focus is on stamps advertising goods, services or places. There are 32 articles or notes about
poster stamps appearing prior to 1916 in four top printing journals: American Printer (New
York), Inland Printer (Chicago), Pacific Printer (San Francisco), and Printing Art (Boston).

Several conclusions are supported by these contemporary sources. First, the United States
advertising poster stamp movement was driven by the German experience. Early articles
emphasize these German roots, some even describing trips to Germany in order to collect these
stamps.

Second, the use of poster stamps for advertising developed very rapidly into a widespread
movement. The large majority of trade journal coverage of this poster stamp movement occurred
in the nine-month period between May 1914 and January 1915.

Third, interest in this poster stamp movement, at least by these trade journals, began to
diminish at the start of 1915. There was little or no coverage after that year. Of the 20 references
to poster stamps in these journals during 1915, 15 simply illustrated one or more recent poster
stamps or briefly mentioned the publication of some recent poster stamps. There are only two
references to poster stamps in these four trade journals in 1916 or 1917. Both appear in January
1916 (Inland Printer and American Printer) and refer to a specific poster stamp set.
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Auction #15

The following poster stamps will be sold to the highest bidder providing minimum bid listed is met. All
stamps are in very good condition with no tears, creases, scuffs or thins. Returnable within 14 days for full refund.
Return postage not reimbursed. Auction ends on May 31, 2017. Bid increments must be $0.50. Tie bids will go to
the earliest bid received. Bids may be submitted by email (rbposterstamps(@gmail.com) or regular mail. No
telephone bids please. Postage is free within the United States. No shipments will be made outside the United
States. Payment due when winning bidder receives stamps in mail with invoice. Payment by check or money order
only. Numbers: Bradbury, U. S. Advertising Poster Stamps, 1912-1915. revised ed. 2014. nib=not in Bradbury.
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102 July1915. B2954 Rothschild. Chicago 103 November 1915 B2958 $20.
& Minneapolis. 65 x 53. §$20. Clare Briggs, artist.

106 5337 red & black, (St. Lou15) 107 S510 (St. Louis) 65 mm.
50 mm. ca. 1902. $20. ca. 1902 $12.
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