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Home Telephones in 1914 and 1915

The home telephone was one of many technologies that became popular in homes during the
classic poster stamp era of 1914 and 1915. This was a time when life at home was fast becoming
easier and more enjoyable. Gas or electricity enabled new types of home equipment or
applicances for such essentials as heating, lighting, refrigeration, cooking and cleaning. Victrolas
and player pianos provided entertainment.

The telephone became a tool for business and pleasure. Poster stamps supply visual

documentation of these technological changes as manufacturers and suppliers used them to
advertise their products.

A. C. McCLURG & CO.
CHICAGO

In 1876 Alexander Graham Bell secured the first U. S. patent for the telephone. The hand
cranked wall telephones were used in homes starting in the 1880s and continuing into the 1930s
especially in rural areas of the country.
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The candlestick telephone with its earpiece that one lifted up and held to one’s ear was less
expensie and easier to use when it was introduced in the 1890s. The rotary telephone appeared
in the 1920s.
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Considering this history, I expected to find images of hand cranked wall telephones and
candlesick telephones on 1914 — 1915 poster stamps. Howeer, every telephone image I have
seen on such stamps depicts a candlestick telephone.
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Telephone calls were made through switch-boards during this time period. These switch-
boards and their operators appear on a few poster stamps.
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Sierra Cuts, 343 Front Street, San Francisco. Sierra Art and Engraving Co.

There are six Sierra Cuts poster stamps (Bradbury B4754-B4759). This set was issued in two
forms—one set without borders and the other set with heavy gold borders. The first set is
uncommon, the second set is rare. Both sets are printed on paper that is heavier than that used
for most poster stamps.
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Advertising Picture Stamp Album

A. S. Hinds, Portland, Maine

Many poster stamp collectors are familiar with the set of 24 poster
stamps advertising A. S. Hinds Co. makers of Hinds Honey and Almond
Cream. Hinds Co. also published an “Advertising Picture Stamp Album”
with a copyright date of 1914 and a price of 10 cents postpaid.

The following is taken from the first page of this album:

“In Europe millions of Postger Stamps, or Picture Stamps, are being used
for advertising purposes. Collecting these stamps has become a widespread
pastime. Thousands of Boys and Girls have large and very attractive
collections that they have secured by exchanging, earning or buying.

In the United States the scheme is growing. Already many manufacturers,
large advertisers, railroads, hotels, pleasure resorts and publishers have their
stamps in circulaltion.

Ask your druggist, grocer, hardware dealer, confectioner; and write
proprietors of all kinds of advertised goods, asking how to get their stamps.

This album is published by A. S. Hinds, 18-20-22 West Street, Portland,
Maine.”
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Auction #16

The following poster stamps will be sold to the highest bidder providing minimum bid listed is met. All
stamps are in very good condition with no tears, creases, scuffs or thins. Returnable within 14 days for full
refund. Return postage not reimbursed. Auction ends on June 30, 2017. Bid increments must be $0.50. Tie bids
will go to the earliest bid received. Bids may be submitted by email (rbposterstamps@gmail.com) or regular
mail. No telephone bids please. Postage is free within the United States. No shipments will be made outside
the United States. Payment due when winning bidder receives stamps in mail with invoice. Payment by check
or money order only. Numbers: Bradbury, U. S. Advertising Poster Stamps, 1912-1915. revised ed. 2014,
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Zone of Plenty along the Great Northern Ry..

55 B2185 State $8.

56 B2188 War $8.
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CANTBUSTEM

"SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT"

UNION MADE

OVERALLS

ELOESSER-HEYNEMANN CO.
SAN FRANCISCO
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Ask your local jeweler—your “‘Elgineer’
for a Set of Elgin Stamps
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PRINTED IN GERMANY BY WENTZ & CC.
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PRINTED IN GERMANY BY WENTZ & CO.
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86 B2208 $7.
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106 S214 St. Louis ca 1902. 32 x 45. blue. $15. 107 $379. (St. Louis) ca. 1902. 70 x 80. 108 S506 Rieke 50 mm. ca. 1902. $15.
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Zth & Locust.

Locnst and Tweaty-first
Streets -

ST.LOUIS

109 S257 Abel & Macdonald (St. Louis) 110 American Storage & Moving, (St. Louis) ca 1902 111, S374 Lambert-Deacon-Hull ~

ca. 1902. blue. 50 mm. $20.— 24 50 x 69 mm. red on white. $25. ca. 1902. 68 mm. blue. $20.~ "%

Auction #15 results. #3-$16.50; #4-$10.50; #5-$6; #7-$10; #8-$10; #9-$7; #10-$13; #11-$10.50; #12-$8;
#13-%6; #14-$7; #15-$7; #16-$11; #18-$10; #19-$15; #22-$15; #25-$8; #26-$12; #27-$8.50; #29-$10.50;
#33-$7; #34-$7; #36-$21.50; #37-$15.50; #39-$7; #40-$10.50; #42-$12; #44-$14; #45-$9; #48-$11; #50-$9.50;
#53-$6.50; #54-$8.50; #56-$12.50; #57-$8; #58-$8; #59-$7; #61-$8; #62-$10; #66-$9; #67-$9; #77-$15;
#78-$15; #81-$9.50; #85-$6; #91-$10.50; #92-$9; #93-$12.50; #95-$11; #96-$12; #97-$12; #98-$20;
#99-$10.50; #100-$22; #101-$27; #105-$15; #106-$26; #107-$12; #108-$20; #109-$24.50; #11 1-$25.



