Collecting Poster Stamps

An occasional periodical dedicated to the study of United States poster stamps

Number 37 July 2018

Kaufmann & Strauss Co., New York

Kaufmann & Strauss Co., 122 Fifth Avenue, New York, was incorporated in 1896. It was in
the “advertising novelties” business at least until 1920. Charles Kaufmann was President and
William Strauss was Vice-President. They also operated Rafael Tuck Sons & Co. New York
from this same address.

Kaufmann & Strauss published poster stamps, some of which were printed in Germany and
shipped to the United States before mid-1914. One poster stamp promoted this printing company
and its poster stamps. (I) Kaufmann & Strauss produced 46 numbered stock poster stamps. These
were issued in two series. This article describes these Kaufmann & Strauss stock stamps and
their variations. It also presents a few of its other poster stamps that are not stock stamps. These
stamps measure 57 x 41 mm. The images shown here are reduced in size.
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Note that the photos in this article are numbered as follows: for a poster stamp with a number
printed in the margin that number is used for the photo. For example, a stamp with 8 printed in
its lower margin has that number below its photo. Photos of other stamps are marked with
Roman numerals.

First Series: number and “made in Germany” in margin

The first series of Kaufmann & Strauss poster stamps consists of 24 stock stamps with a
number and the words “made in Germany” printed in light blue ink in the bottom margin. This
margin printing is too light to see in the photos shown here. I conclude that these stamps were
published by Kaufmann & Strauss because I have six stamps that repeat the image of a stamp as
described above but have the number in black and “Kaufmann & Strauss Co. N.Y.” in light blue
in the bottom margin. The same numbers, same size, and similar artistic style further support this
conclusion.

Robert C. Bradbury, Books & Poster Stamps, 879 Pleasant Street, Worcester, MA 01602.
(508) 754-2954, e-mail rbposterstamps(gmail.com

copyright 2018 Robert Bradbury
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All 24 stamps have “printed in Germany” in the margin. I also have six stamps (numbers 2,
3, 14, 20, 21 and 23) that have the same images and numbers but with “Kaufmann & Strauss” in
the margin. It is probable that all 24 stamps were issued in this alternative format.

Second Series: numbered and “c. 1914. Kaufmann & Strauss Co. N.Y.” in margin

The second series of Kaufmann & Strauss poster stamps consists of 22 stock stamps
numbered 29 through 46 with the number printed in black and the words “c. 1914. Kaufmann &
Strauss Co. N.Y.” printed in light blue ink in the bottom margin. Eighteen of these stamps are
shown. I have not seen three of the stamps (#s 30, 36 and 38) in this set.
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Several additional Kaufmann & Strauss poster stamps were likely issued for single
companies only and thus are not stock stamps. Two have numbers printed in black and the
Kaufmann & Strauss name printed in light blue: 100. (living room scene with 3 people). Stultz &
Bauer, copyright 1913 is on this stamp. (100); 207. (woman, parasol). R & G Corsets issued with
the same image in four different background colors (orange, red, blue and green). (207)
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Five other stamps advertise McCreery and Co., Pittsburgh and are unnumbered. Four of these

have Kaufmann & Strauss printed in the margin in light blue. (II-V) The McCreery building has

no printer information but clearly is Kaufmann & Strauss. (VI) The next stamp is for the Segelke
& Kohlhaus Mfg. Co., La Crosse, Wis. with the Kaufmann & Strauss imprint. (VII)

Me REERY mo (GMPANY.

PITTSBURGH

QUALITY ano

. -4 GRADE 1
AR JIGH RN op SEGELKE & KOHLHAUS MFG (O

VI VII

I have seen 41 different companies named on Kaufmann & Strauss stock stamps. Of these, 18
appear only on stamps in the first series and 21 only on second series stamps. Two companies,
Schuneman & Evans, St. Paul, MN and Denver Company, Denver, CO, appear on stamps from
both series. Filene has 15 stamps, the most of any company.

Most collectors likely have at least one Kaufmann & Strauss stamp. So just how scarce are
these stamps? “Not very” would be the most likely answer. I reviewed 76 albums of ca. 1915
stamps and 51 (67%) had no Kaufmann & Strauss stamps. Ten albums had one or two stamps.
Nine had 3 to 9 stamps. Ten albums had 10 or more stamps with one having 28 stamps. Based
on this limited survey, these stamps are scarce. The set of 46 would be very difficult to find.
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Auction #28

The following poster stamps will be sold to the highest bidder providing minimum bid listed is met. .
stamps are in very good condition with no tears, creases, scuffs or thins. Returnable within 14 days for full refund.
Return postage not reimbursed. Auction ends on July 31, 2018. Bid increments must be $0.50. Tie bids will go to
the earliest bid received. Bids may be submitted by email (rbposterstamps@gmail.com) or regular mail. No
telephone bids please. Postage is free within the United States. No shipments will be made outside the United
States. Payment due when winning bidder receives stamps in mail with invoice. Payment by check or money order
only. B numbers from Bradbury, U. S. Advertising Poster Stamps, 1912-1915. revised edition. 2014. C numbers
from Bradbury, U. S. Advertising Poster Stamps, 1912-1915. full color edition. 2018.
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