Collecting Poster Stamps

An occasional periodical dedicated to the study of United States poster stamps

Number 41 November 2018

Notice: The next mailing (containing the December issue and the results of this November
auction) will be a few days later than usual due to my travel schedule. Auction bids are still
due by November 30. I apologize for the inconvenience.

American Bank Note Co., New York

American Bank Note Co., New York, is a well-known printer of currency and postage
stamps. Its products are highly praised and eagerly collected. Founded in 1795, this company is
still in business. The American Bank Note imprint is found on a number of events stamps,
especially for philatelic shows and for the 1932 Olympics in Los Angeles. Here the focus is on
the American Bank Note Co.’s advertising poster stamps.

1

Two poster stamps advertise American Bank Note Co.’s poster stamp products. (1-2) These
stamps, along with the others described here, were issued circa 1915. One stamp refers to
“miniature posters” and the other to “advertising stamps.” While one encounters these two terms
during this period, the term “poster stamp” is much more common. These two poster stamps
were on the same page of an album. I conclude that this album was assembled circa 1915
because I can find no stamp that I can date after 1915 among the more than 950 stamps.
Unfortunately the stamp that says “advertising stamps” (2) is poorly centered. However, it is the
only example of this stamp that [ have seen.

No other poster stamps have the American Bank Note imprint. However, there were five
other poster stamps stuck to the same album page as these two stamps advertising the American
Bank Note Co. (3-7) All seven stamps are the same size (62 mm. height by 50 mm. width),
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perforated 12 and seem to be printed on the same paper. I suspect these stamps were printed by
American Bank Note. In the July 1915 issue of St. Nicholas Magazine there is an article “How to
get the best poster stamps.” The American Bank Note Co. is on the list of companies to write.
Perhaps the owner of this album did just that and received these seven stamps in response.

D

These five poster stamps are all difficult to find. None of them are in any of the more than
100 poster stamp albums ca. 1915 in my archive. The album mentioned earlier is the only place I
have seen any of these stamps. The advertisers on these stamps are widely distributed. Two are
New York City companies: Lord & Taylor, and De Laval Cream Separators. (3-4)

The Twin Cities 1914 poster stamp was issued by the Twin City Rapid Transit Co., a
streetcar line serving the Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota area. (5) The words “Twin City
Line” are visible on the streetcar shown on the stamp (unfortunately not visible in the above
photo). The 1914 date confirms when it was issued. Note that only a very small percentage of
poster stamps in the classics era have dates on them.

The Southern Railway poster stamp also has a date as it mentions “Tourist Season 1915.” (6)
I could not find out where the corporate headquarters of the Southern Railway was in 1915 but
this railway served most of the southeastern states.
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The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company poster stamp advertises services to Panama and the
West Indies. (7) This was a Canadian company with offices in New York City. Apparently this
stamp was used in the United States to promote its services.
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Notice: The next mailing (containing the December issue and the results of this November auction) will
be a few days later than usual due to my travel schedule. Auction bids are still due by November 30.
I apologize for the inconvenience.

Auction #32

The following poster stamps will be sold to the highest bidder providing minimum bid listed is met. All
stamps are in very good condition with no tears, creases, scuffs or thins. Returnable within 14 days for full
refund. Return postage not reimbursed. Auction ends on November 30, 2018. Bid increments must be $0.50. Tie
bids will go to the earliest bid received. Bids may be submitted by email (rbposterstamps(wgmail.com) or regular
mail. No telephone bids please. Postage is free within the United States. No shipments will be made outside the
United States. Payment due when winning bidder receives stamps in mail with invoice. Payment by check or
money order only. B numbers from Bradbury, U. S. Advertising Poster Stamps, 1912-1915. revised edition.
2014. C numbers from Bradbury, U. S. Advertising Poster Stamps, 1912-1915. full color edition. 2018.
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Pioneer aviation poster stamps. Airplanes of the pioneer era (1909 — 1914) are depicted on poster stamps issued during
these years. Some of these stamps promoted aviation meets starting with the earliest meets in Germany and France in 1909.
Other stamps used airplanes in product ads. Charles Kiddle Poster Stamps: German Aviation valued the German stamps
using a point system ranging from 10 to 1,000 points that gives relative values (10-20 points means common; a 60 point
stamp means 3 times more valuable than a 20 point stamp; 300 points means 5 times more valuable than 60 points; and

so forth). For other countries, the Dated Events Poster Stamps (DEPS) catalog indicates scarcity: B=$5; C=$10;
E=$20-40; R=$40-100; RR=$100+; RRR perhaps unique.
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123 Germany Frankfurt aviation 124 Germany Volkfest av1at10n 125 Germany Berlin aviation meet 1912
meet 1909 Kiddle 20 points. $10 meet 1912 Kiddle 20 points. $10. Kiddle 30 points. $15.

Flugmaschine von Santos Dumont

126 Germany. Bleriot flight over English Channel. 127 Germany. Santos Dumont airplane. Munich
Munich beer ad. 1914 Kiddle 60 points. $20. beer ad. 1914. Kiddle 80 points. $20.
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