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A variety of United

Nursery Rhyme Poster Stamp Set

States advertising poster stamps from 1914 and 1915 feature nursery

rhymes and children’s stories. Most advertise books or newspaper series such as Mother Goose
by Volland, Bedside Story Books by Burgess, Rand McNally’s many children’s books, and the

New York Globe’s stories.

example those published

Many stamps are not advertising rather they tell the story, for
by Picture Paster Publicity Co., Postaco, Stampkraft and Wentz.

The focus here is on a set of 10 nursery rhyme advertising poster stamps copyrighted in 1915
and employed in an unusual manner—a “collect for prize” contest similar to the later trading

stamps craze.
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A. Hirshberg & Son

Old Woman who lived in a shoe. Robinson Crusoe. Tom Thumb.

These nursery rhymes ephemera are advertising poster stamps because the images are poster
art used to advertise a specific merchant. They were meant to be stuck into albums supplied by
this merchant. I do not know if they were also stuck on a merchant’s correspondence or
distributed in other ways. However, I have seen these stamps without a store imprint implying
distribution to a broader collecting audience.

MOTHER

These are stock poster stamps with space at the bottom for a merchant’s name. These stamps
are 45 mm. high by 31 mm. wide although some copies are bigger or smaller.

“Copyright 1915” and either Brenard Mfg. Co. or Coml. Ad. Bureau is printed below the
image. Presumably these are the printers although I have found no information about these
companies. I have seen all ten stamps with Bernard Mfg. Co. and the store imprint “S. T.
Pedroja.” The set with the store imprint “A. Hirshberg & Son” includes seven stamps with
Coml. Ad. Bureau and three with Bernard Mfg. Co.

I have seen stamps with five different imprints, none of which specify a city or town.
However, the imprint S. T. Pedroja is a drugstore in Hill City, Kansas (fide Google Books). I
have also seen these stamps without any imprint.
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Auction #33

The following poster stamps will be sold to the highest bidder providing minimum bid listed is met. All
stamps are in very good condition with no tears, creases, scuffs or thins. Returnable within 14 days for full
refund. Return postage not reimbursed. Auction ends on December 31, 2018. Bid increments must be $0.50. Tie
bids will go to the earliest bid received. Bids may be submitted by email (rbposterstamps@gmail.com) or
regular mail. No telephone bids please. Postage is free within the United States. No shipments will be made
outside the United States. Payment due when winning bidder receives stamps in mail with invoice. Payment
by check or money order only. B numbers from Bradbury, U. S. Advertising Poster Stamps, 1912-1915. revised
edition. 2014 C numbers from Bradbury, U. S. Advertzsmg Poster Stamps, 1 912-1915. full color edition. 2018.
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Ask your local jeweler—your “Elgineer’’
-for a Set of Elgin Stamps
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63 Engraving B4159 C4682 $20. 64 Printing B4162 C4691 $20. 65 Tlluminating B4160 C4688 $20.
Gold backgrounds. First issue of this set that also comes with yellow or green backgrounds. Perforations on this set are tiny

so when these rare stamEs are seen the margins are usually damaged. Margms on these 3 stamps are the best I have seen.
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Progressive proos (17 different poster stamps showing the addition of each color to the finished poster stamp. All printed

on gummed paper. 9 of these stamps show a single color. 8 stamps show the result of adding each color. The stamp on the
right above is the finished stamp.)

143 Mid States Gummed Paper Co. ca. 1940. 17 individual stamps. $20.
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A Selection of Santa Claus poster stamps 1914-1915

CHRISTMAS
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Christmas 1915 $4. 147 A Happy Christmas 1915 $4.
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152 Do not open 1915 $4. 153 A Merry Christmas $4. 154 A Merry Christmas 1915 $4.

155 Canada Purity Flour
1915) $8.



