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Editorial:

Years ago we visited the Smithsonian Institute and among the many rooms we 1:n1kin we recall one
in particular. It was a room filled with early painting of American Indians. The reason we recall this room so
well is because we apparently set of an alarm which caused guards to come to our side and advise us that
we were standing too close to the paintings. Years later we discovered the following series of vignettes.
They were printed by the Great Northern Railway and featured a number of American Indians that were
pamted by 1. Scheverle. Now we can get as close as we like to view what could very well be the very same
paintings that were displayed on the wall in the Smithsonian long ago.
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MNote: There are 20 1ssues i thas “See America first” series

WE LEARNED THAT A YOUNG MAN NAMED CHRIS . WHO WENT TO SCHOOL WITH OUR DAUGHTER.
RETURNS EVERY FEW YEARS TO OREGON TO CUT ONE SPECIAL TREE. HE THEN RETURNS TO HIS HOME
AND FROM THIS TREE FASHIONS PRIZE WINNING VIOLINS AND CELLOS. WE CAN HARDLY IMAGINE THE
TIME . SKILL AND EFFORT REQUIRED TO DO THIS JOB. WE DID FIND TWO VIGNETTES , HOWEVER, THAT
SEEM TO CAPTURE THE FRUSTRATION AND PASSION THAT MAKERS OF STRING INSTRUMENTS MUST FEEL
ON OCCASION. THE FOLLOWING VIGNETTES ARE FOR YOU, CHRIS. KEEP IN TOUCH



More Poster Stamps of Interest:

Nostalgia is the hook that has helped catch many
a Poster Stamp collector. Poster Stamps that feature
automobiles of yesteryear have certainly caught us.
What a thrill it must have been for Bamney Oldfield to
rip down the speedway at 97 miles per hour in his race
car with real balloon tires.
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CHICAGO'S FIRST
INTERNATIONAL
500 MILE AUTO'RACE

Or consider the intermational road race as
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In the 1915 issue we see two people , the driver

and a mechanic who went along hoping that his services : o “amERAL GFFICES MARQUETTE BUILDING. CHIGAGS
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By 1920 race cars seemed to grow longer, A . = -
but no major change in automotive design was T2 & ' 3
noted in this vignette. Apparently it did not occur to st
anyone to consider wind resistance when designing one of || 3 37
these awesome vehicles. This is a marvelous topic, folks. '-"-.;'L; AUTCROL

If you are interested in this topic, write to us and we
will gladly put in touch with others who share your interest.
What is OLD in non-postal literature:

Occasionally we revisit Robert Dubois’ Olympic Seal | Catalog and are impressed anew. Apart
from being the definitive study on the subject, it is a fully illustrated, user-friendly volume consisting of
604 pages. All items are priced. If anyone wants to know anything about any Olympic seal, in any
country for any year up to and including 1984, the information is simply a matter of tuming to the right
page. Are copies still available? Yes. How much? $50.00 1s it really worth $50.00. Yes. How do | order
a copy? Write your editor,

What is NEW and Pending in non-postal literature:

Many of us have come across Western Union Telegraph advertisements noting the various
messages that can be communicted by usin g this service. “Send Money”, “Congratulations on Your
New Baby™; "Happy Birthday Greetings” “Merry Christmas”are but a few ideas these vignettes
suggested to the public. Edward Cider has collected hundreds of these items and is on the verge of
publishing his catalog. We will keep you posted on when copies will be available.




Correction: Not only is it difficult to imagine 2 million different vignettes in a single collection that
we mentioned in our last Bulletin, but we have since learned from two different sources that 2 million
different vignettes simply don’t exist. From England Mark Dorman, membership editor of the Cinderella
Stamp Club, informs us that one of the largest Cinderella collections ever sold was that of P.F. Rampacker
in Germany in 1978 to a Parisian buyer. It consisted of 55,000 different vignettes. Our friend from
Germany, Manfred Zollickhoffer, tells us that no more than 100,000 different designs have been printed
from the late 1800’s to the present. We stand corrected. Please place this information in you memory bank.

Fact or Fantasy: Once upon a time an enterprising art dealer made an offer to purchase a Poster
Stamp that was designed by the internationally known artist, Maxfield Parrish. He offered a sum that no
Poster Stamp dealer could refuse. He then placed this vignette in an antique frame and sold it for an
undisclosed amount of money as a Maxfield Parrish original (which it was). The art dealer, so the story
goes, then lived happily ever after.

FOR THE RECORD: i Bulletin #3 we iiiustrated

seven of ten stick figures.We have since located two
more. Number ten continues to elude us. If anyone

can complete the record, please let us hear from you. L 2 0 B

Topics of interest: Fairy tales are collected by several members of our Society. We doubt if anyone can tell
the story of Hansel & Gretel better visually than the German artist, Hein Vogeler (1872-1942). We assume that
Leibniz Keks is a cookie factory in Hanover. We do not know what TET stands for, but we trust we shall soon find

out.
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A Topic of Interest:

Where we come from, our State Fair is a Summertime activity. This is not so in the State
of Arizona. November is the month and winter is the time for their State Fair. The following
Poster Stamps that were designed to advertise that fact, we think. are very line examples of a
focused message beautifully presented. The colors used to dramatize the affaire are red. green
ocra, and purple. While other States may have equally well done designs to advertise their State
Fairs, none are likely 1o be done any better. These are lovely indeed.
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ARIZOMNA STATE FAIR
PHOENIX, ARIZONA, MOVEMBER 12 TO 17

ARIZONA STATE FAIR

PHOEMIX,. ARIZOMA. NOYEMBER 11 TO 17

ARIZONA STATE FAIR PHOENIX, ARIZONA, NOVEMBER, 12 10 17
PHOENMIX, ARIZONA, MOVEMBER 12 TO 17

ARIZONA STATE FAIR ﬂ'“:“"l STATE FAIR,
PHOENIX, ARIZOMA, NOYEMBER 12 TO 17 PHOENIX, ARIZONA, MOVEMBER 11 TO 17



Our friend , Robert Dubois, sent us the following article on the Hollywood Mail Train issues which he
wrole especally for us. For those who are unfamiliar wath this tale, we can only envy you who are learning about it
for the first ime. Robert adds some material, however, that will be new to us all. Thanks, Robert. We are grateful

THE HOLLYWOOD MATL TRAIN TSSUE pl of 3
by Robert J. DuBois
Much has been written on this non-postal stamp. The details that

relate to the history of the Mail Train issue vary. This is merely an
attempt to briefly tell the story as it probably happened.

There used to be a federal law that prohibited the reproduction of
a U.S5. postage stamp by any means for any reason. Yes, ludicrous as it
sounds today, it was illegal to portray a postage stamp in a movie.

In the late 1930s a Hollywood movie enctitled * A Letter to Evie®
required that a stamped and cancelled envelope be portrayed in detail.
A Lax consultant who also happened to be a philacelist, William O'Hara,
advised the movie moguls that a philatelic fantasy be created for use
in the film. With their approval, he designed and printed the Mail Train
stamp which resembles the 5¢ U.S. Parcel Post issue of 1912 (Scott #p5)

This bogus stamp exists in three different basic colors, red, green and
blue. Hesides existing in several shades of those colors there are perf
varieties and imperfs. It is obvious that over the years these issues have

been reprinted; but very likely from the same plates as there are no Easy
to find differences in the designs.

The few copies seen by this writer are all perf 12. Other perf gauges
have been reported: 11%, 11 3/4, and 12 3/4. The colors of originals, as
the single shown above, are printed in light shades and on thicker paper
with dull yellow gum. The reprints are printed in deep rich, bright

shades on thinner paper. Sets of perf & imperf reprints are now shown; note

that both shades of the same color are different:




THE HOLLYWOOD MAIL TRAIN ISSUE p2 of 3

An imperf pair of the red variety is now shown:

Other multiples or sheets have not been seen by the writer.

Now to continue our story: The movie "A Letter to Evie" was filmed, and
all went well until 1945 when Mr. O'Hara decided to give sets of the
Mail Train issue to his friends, and to anyone else who would send him
an SASE. He advised Gveéryone that his movie stamp should not be used as
regular postage.

However, in 1964 a postmaster noticed that a Mail Train stamp had been
used to send a letter through the mail. He notified the Secret Service.
Subsequently the entire stock of such stamps in Mr. O'Hara's possession
was confiscated. A short time later Secret Service agents visited a
New York stamp dealer who had advertised movie sStamps for sale. They not
only took his available supply but attempted to track down customers who
had purchased the bogus stamps from him.

Since that time the laws have changed and things have calmed down
considerably, for which all cinderella collectors are most grateful. The
basic ruling in that regard today is that non-postal items can appear on
mailings as long as the proper amount of U.5. postage is there too.

A Swedish Cinderella is now shown that has a similar design. Other
than the similar appearance, it is not known to relate in any way to
either the U.S. Parcel Post or Mail Train stamps:

The Swedish text translates: National Railway Association (or Union)/
above; and "Well Made"/below (No doubt a Swedish way of saying "safe"),.

A Note on the 3 Vignettes shown on these two pages: The trains are all
a bit different, as follows: The Parcel Post depicts a freight train, the
other two are passenger trains; the maiil bag on rack is in different
positions on the Parcel Post & Mail Train vignettes; the Swedish label
depicts a train without a cow-catcher in front (bumper in fron



THE HOLLYWOOD MAIL TRAIN ISSUE p3

A more recent misuse of postage occurred in about 1976, in a movie
titled "Taxi Driver." A central character sends a letter to his girl
friend of the moment and we get a very good picture of the stamp he puts
on the letter. It happens to be the 2¢ Harold Lloyd Wright of 1966, one
of the Prominent American Issue set, Scott No. 1280:

There was a 2¢ rate in 1932 but this picture was set in modern times
when it took a thirteen-cent Stamp to frank a letter. We hear of the
expense Hollywood goes to to make their movies realistic, but when it

comes to using a postage stamp the one who decides such things must
conclude that one stamp is the same as another?

We have seen what happened back in the 1930s when movie makers tried
to avoid the use of U.S. postage stamps. Those Hollywood Mail Train
stamps did get used on cover prior to such usage being corrected by the
Secret Service and the U.S.P.S.

The U.S. postal rate for the 1st ounce of lst Class Mail was increased
from 29¢ to 32¢, effective on January 1, 1995. That increase of 3¢ in
that rate led to the usage of many varieties of old & new 3¢ stamps. As
we might expect, it occurred to someone that the Hollywood Mail Train
stamps , while non-postal, also had "3 CENTS 3 across the bottom. A
cover dated FEB 13, 1995, from READING, PA, is shown below with a pale
blue, imperf, Mail Train stamp combined with a current 29¢ stamp:

EDWARD CARVALHO
Box 93
Reading, Pa. 19603
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IADVERTISENEMTS: ‘ :WHlltEd: Poster Stamps of the

Leonard Stark is back buying and selling | |world, graphically appealing, |
'Poster Stamps. Write if you have specific i:l:::ﬁ‘thé:“uf::“;l 39:;134::]' |
needs. No lists please. Welcome to visit | ‘Flshklll New Yurl-: 12524 |
me when in Chicago: Miracle Mile ‘ Srsoinm A —

location. Large selection available. Write: | 1988 copies of the Poster Stamp |
|l£unnrd Stark 324 E. Chestnut, Chicago, Il 60611 | | Bulletin for sale. Six issues for $5.00. |
PH (312) 664-2974 Write to your editor . |

CINDERELLA CO.

P.O Box 265 Sykesville MD. 21784 Ph(410)795-7279 Fax (410)7958936
Dear Collector:

No matter how popular or unique your collecting interest are, our approval selections are guaranteed
to contain items that will enhancee your collection. To receive an approval selection, just check the types of
collectibles that interest you, specify your topic(s) below and return this card. We look forward to serving you!

Poster Stamps Matchbox Labels

Mltchmvers Baggage Labels

Cigarette Cards
Postcards

We aiso buy!

'ADVERTISEMENT: Eager to buy and/or trade all kinds of good old Poster Stamps worldwide.
Especially if signed (or monogrammed) by the artist or if of remarkable “classic™ design. Also wanted:

All kinds of literature/magazines/catalogs/ concerning Poster Stamps and artistic postcards (especially
advertising or propaganda cards) worldwide. Please contact: Peter-Hannes Lehmann, Husumer Str. 18, D-
iZII}ZSI Hamburg, Germany. Phone: 0049-40-487582 Fax: 001-49-40-48 -7165

S |

| Miscellaneous Man

Vinatge Posters, Poster Stamps, & Graphics

Write: George Theofiles Box 1776 New Freedom PA. 17349 or
 Call (717) 235-4766 (10am to 6pm). We specialize in the very best of the
\best. We are eager to meet your needs. Give us a try.

For Sale volume 111 of Images of the Great War (Delandre Red Cross vignettes) 161 pages,
fully illustrated, $38.50. Write: Cinderella Publications, 3654 Applegate Road Jacksonville
Or 97530 '




rgent N D r Desi D -
our friend, Richard Roberts, is in search of the following: All Poster
Stamps that deal with State of Minnesota in general and Minneapolis & St.
Paul in particular. If you can help Richard, let your editor know.

A Parting Word:

It is most gratifying to enclose an article by Robert Dubois on the
Hollywood Mail Train Stamp for your enjoyment. We will have still
another article by Robert next time. It is a consumation devoutely to be
wished that others would follow Robert's example and submit articles of
interest to The Bulletin. We eagerly await your contribution.

Our battle with THE BEAST (our P.C.) continues and we hope that our
emotional stability is sufficient to cope with the shocks and arrows that
THE BEAST has imposed upon us. It ain't easy, folks, to press the wrong
button and, in an instant, wipe out one's work. The words that flow from
one's mouth in such a moment would do credit to a Barbary Coast pirate.

A thing of beauty s a joy forever

The Poster Stamp Society \ 985
3654 Applegate Road s
Jacksonville, Oregon,

97530




