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EDITORIAL:
IS SANTA CLAUS A FRAUD?

When we were about five years old we were told that Santa Claus would bring us toys if we were
good. He was jolly and fat and lived at the North pole. At age eight we were convinced that we had
been lied to. There was a fat Santa Claus on every street corner ringing bells, and in every department
store with Kkids sitting on his lap telling him what they wanted for Christmas, and in every parade in the
suntry. Also his reindeer didn’t have any wings. HO HO HO would never again be a sincere belly

_ugh for us ever again.

The true story of Santa Claus begins with a young lad named Nicholas who was born in
Southern Turkey. His parents, however, were Greek and known for being devout Christians. He was
quite young when they died leaving him a very weaithy young man. Believing what Jesus advised rich
men to do, he sold all that he had and gave to the suffering poor. He later became a young bishop in the
church and continued to do good works for the rest of his life. He died on December 6th, 325 AD. J.
Rosenthal & C. Myers wrote a list of differences between Santa Claus and Saint Nicholas. And just as
we suspected, the two are not the same.

Santa Claus, as we know him, developed to boost Christmas sales
St. Nicholas told the story of Christ and peace, goodwill toward all
Santa Claus encourages consumption;

St. Nicholas encourages compassion.

Santa Claus belongs to childhood;

St. Nicholas models for all of life.

Santa Claus appears each year to be seen and heard for a

short time;

St. Nicholas is part of the communion of ,

surrounding us always with prayer and example.

Santa Claus flies through the air—from the North Pole;
St. Nicholas walked the earth—caring for those in need.

Santa Claus, for some, replaces the Babe of Bethiehem;
St. Nicholas, for all, points to the Babe of Bethiehem.

Santa Claus isn't bad;
St. Nicholas is just better.
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A TOPIC TO BE CONSIDERED ' : ‘
Embossed Poster Stamps generally are works of art designed mainly by unknown masters. Why
collect them? Simply because they are gorgeous, cheap, plentiful, and can found all over the world. Are
you tempted?
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MORE ON THIS ISSUE
This vignette concerns “The School Struggle” that occurred in 1955. Leo Collard was the Belgian
minister of education at that time and in this vignette we find poor Leo being seriously attacked by a
Catholic angel. Why? Well, in 1955 Leo wanted to increase teacher salaries, and increase subsidies to
the free secondary and technical schools. He also founded 2 number of National School buildings where
teachers had to possess a teaching diploma in order to teach. Since most priests did not have teaching
diplomas, they were not permitted to teach in public schools.




THE CAPETOWN PAGEANT OF 1910

The Pageant of 1910 celebrated the end of the Boer War (1899 to 1902) and the creation of an

independent and imperial Union of South Africa. It was around this time that the foundations of

apartheid were formulated whereby only whites who owned property were permitted to vote. Our

triangular Poster Stamp exists in several colors and is not often seen today. Consider yourself lucky if

you have one. - F
THREE AMAZING WORKS

As we all know, there is good, better, and best. The three new catalogs compiled
by Charles Kiddle are THE BEST! The first volume is entitled Poster Stamps Graphic Artist
“The Best Of The Rest” Volume |—A to G”. As we turned each of 144 pages, we inhaled
and held our breath until we almost passed out. While we saw a few old friends, the
vast majority of issues before us were new to us and so beautiful. Take a look at this
<ample page in our Bulletin’s traditional black and white pages. Now imagine this same

age in coler.
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Volume Il followed. It was entitled Poster Stamps Graphic Artist “The Best Of The
Rast” Volume Il MA=to LU. Again we saw a few familiar faces and scenes, but the rest

the illustrations displayed in blazing color were unfamiliar to us. We could not stop
saying “Wow” as we turned each of the 140 pages.
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Charles DUTT
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Finally we picked up volume Iil of “The Best Of The Rest.” It was just as
stimulating as the other two volumes. The vast number of artists that we had never
heard of before we found on page after page. We shall be forever grateful to Charles
Kiddle for this trio of catalogs. We strongly suggest that you buy yourself a Christmas
present and order your copies as soon as possible. In America write to: Art Groten P.0O.
30, Fishkill, NY 12524 or write to Charles Kiddle P.O. Box 13, Alton, Hants, GU34 4DW
England.

P.S. If you have an issue that Charles rates on his rarity scale as 300, you indeed
have a rarity. In these three volumes, you will find items that he rates at 1000 on the
rarity scale. Those items you may never find, but it is good to at least know what they
are.
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A SECOND CATALOG REVIEW BY NICK FOLLANSBEE

Review: Graphic Artists - The ‘Best of the Rest’

In 2003 Charles Kiddle published his two volume catalogue Poster Stamps - The ‘Top Twenty’ Graphic
Artists. They followed his catalogue on the stamps designed by Ludwig Hohlwein (1999) and two vol-
umes on Kurt Béttcher (2001). These five books sent a number of us on a merry chase for graphically
significant rarities. Last month three new volumes appeared, and with the two more that are in the
works, our pleasure will be doubled. These are entitled Poszer Stamps - Graphic Artists - The Best of
the Rest.

Like all Kiddle catalogues, these have full-size, full-color illustrations and are very limited edi-
tions (40 copies). They are expensive to produce so even though they are sold practically at cost, they
are an investment. But are they a luxury? We think not! Even if one doesn’t treasure beauty and con-
noisseurship or sense a moral imperative to support a magnificent effort, surely a treasure hunt is irre-
sistible. Here’s the thing: for what 100-200 point stamps are bringing on Ebay and in sales such as here
in the pages of the Bulletin, if a catalogue enables you to find just one such a rarity at a bargain, the
book has more than paid for itself, Furthermore, these stamps are not getting cheaper! The rewards for
having knowledge will only increase.

The new catalogues are absolutely packed with information and after spending many hours
pouring over them we can only marvel. Here’s the line-up:

Volume I - 142 pages covering A through G, lists the stamps of 63 artists or ateliers. While many of
these are unfamiliar (but nevertheless worthy of study and acquisition), there are also some big names.
A.M. Cassandre is no doubt the most famous, but Leon Amar, Alexander M. Cay, Plinio Codognato,
Marcello Dudovich and Franz Paul Glass are far from obscure. It is gratifying to find personal favorites
like Alfred Béld and Hugo Frank among the listings.

Volume 1II - 138 pages covering H through L, 58 artists or ateliers, among the latter the prolific publish-
er, U. Levi of Stuttgart, who in output if not quality is comparable to Propaganda Stuttgart in the “Top
Twenty” set. The most familiar names are Jeno Haranghy, John Hassell, Thomas Theodor Heine, Olle
Hjortzberg, Gottfrid Hofer, Jacob Jongert, Wilhelm Kage, F.W. Kleukens, Stephen Krotowski, Carl
Kunst, Carl Kunze, the Lehmann-Steglitz twins, and J.C. Layendecker.

Volumes ITT and IV covering the rest of the alphabet are projected to appear next year, and it is our
understanding that the M-R volume is close to ready.

The other volume in the current release treats artists (A-Z) who designed at most only three stamps.
Among the 396 artists catalogued in this volume (86 pages) are some who are at least as famous as
most in the “Top Twenty” catalogues - just not so prolific. The following will be featured in any general
history of the poster: Oscar Kokoschka, Maxfield Parrish, Bruno Paul, Egon Schiele, Jan Toroop,

Lucien Zabel. There are also iconic images by Rolf Niczky, Erwin Puchinger, Albest Weissgerber and
Lazlo Peri.

However, the artists that Charles Kiddle has rescued from near-total obscurity may actually be the

greatest reason to value these works from the standpoint of cultural scholarship. In fact, there are some
very exciting discoveries.

To buy these books (and it would be pound-foolish not to!) contact Art Groten if you are in the U.S.
(artgroten@optonline.net) or if overseas contact Charles Kiddle (charleskiddle@btconnect.com).
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Conned By A Dead Con Artist

in 1984 we published our first volume of Images of the Great War. in the
introduction we reported that a judge sentenced Gaston Fontanille, alias Delandre, to
prison where he died in 1923.

Then in 1996 we wrote the preface to volume 1V of Images Of The Great WAR and
we confidently wrote, “We know he (Delandre) died in prison, probably of infiluenza six
years after he was sentenced.” Now we learn that in 1923 Delandre, very much alive,
disappeared from Paris. An unknown, but reliable, source in Paris reported his death in
1923. Delandre, himself, apparently was the reliable source . He left Paris under an
assumed name and went to Marseille with his mistress. There he started a jewelry
business. After swindling ¢ customer, he was forced to return the money or face the
authorities. He then closed his jewelry business and went into the banking business.
Some fime later, when it was discovered that bank funds were missing, he abruptly
ended his banking career and became Baron Picarat, Chairman of the board of an
imaginary National Committee For The Fight Against Leprosy. Finally, as the authorities
closed in and were about to arrest him, he swallowed a spoonful of cyanide and died.
He was buried under the name of Baron Picarat in the Saint-Pierre cemetery in Marseille
in 1927. He was 47 years old.

After his death, a judge made further inquiries and determined that Delandre’s
mistress, Odette Letourneur, was a friend of the sister of Baron Picarat's widow. Odette
somehow managed to acquire the papers of the real Baron Picarat who was killed in
Great War. Thus having these papers allowed Delandre to assume his name. No doubt
there is much more to be said about the exploits of Delandre, but this is a good start.

THE DECEMBER “nothing special” AUCTION

in the past we have presented some really good stuff in our auctions and the
results, we are surprised to say, have been less than spectacular. In this December
auction we_qgre presenting mostly common stuff. However, each vignette offered has one
characteristic that separates it from the ordinary. All are imperforate. Generally '
speaking, imperforate material is considered less common that perforated material. It is
our hope that that you will find something of interest.
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POSTER STAMPS BOUGHT AND SOLD
WORLD POSTER STAMPS maintains the largest holding of poster stamps up to 1945
(incorporating THE PRINTERS STONE LTD). We respond to ‘want lists’-please be as specific as
possible- with either photocopied selections or scans. Payment can be made by US check, credit card
or Paypal.
Contact Charles Kiddle, P.O. Box 13, Alton, Hants, GU34 4DW United Kingdom
or
Email CharlesKiddle@btconnect.com

UNITED STATES ADVERTISING POSTER STAMPS 1912 TO 1915
BY
Robert C. Bradbury
134-PAGE CATALOG DESCRIBING MORE THAN 3,600 ADVERTISING POSTER STAMPS PUBLISHED IN THE U.S. FROM 1912
TO 1916. 650+ ILLUSTRATIONS. EXTENSIVE REFERENCES. APPENDIX INCLUDES ALL 5 ISSUES OF THE POSTER STAMP
SUPPLEMENT (1915-1916). SPIRAL BOUND, SOFT COVER. LIMITED TO 100 COPIES. PRICE $75.00 PLUS $5.00 FOR SHIPPING WITHIN
THE U.S. (810.00 OUTSIDE U.S.)

ORDER FROM:
TRACY BRADBURY BOOKS
P.0. BOX 370552,
BROOKLYN
NY 11237
718-930-4651, or bradburyminibooks@gmail.com, or_on-line (www,abebooks.com

ALWAYS WANTED
Women’s Suffrage & Political Seals, Baseball Seals, Pins, Cards, Sports memorabilia of any
type. Political Pins, Ribbons, Banners, Old Stocks and Bonds, Red Cross wanted. High prices paid.
Please contact:
PAUL LONGO, P.O. BOX 5502 MAGNOLIA, MA 01930 OR FHiONE (978) 525 2290.

MR. ICE CREAM desires ice cream and soda fountain poster stamps from around the world. Poster
stamps that picture ice cream, soda fountains, ice cream machines, or people enjoying ice cream are
preferred. Also looking for ice cream poster stamps on envelopes. A banana split reward is offered
for any graphically pleasing poster stamp that I buy that I do not already have.
ALLAN “MR. ICE CREAM” MELLIS
1115 West Montana
Chicago IL, 60614-2220 USA
Phone 773-327-9123 Email mellisfamily@rcn.com

STEWART GARDINER’S AND STEVEN GREICZEK’S VOLUME IV IS HERE. YOU

CAN ORDER YOUR COPY OF
A GENERAL ILLUSTRATED CATALOG OF EXHIBITION AND EVENT POSTER STAMPS .
BY CONTACTING:
Stewart Gardiner or Richard Warren
62 Balshagray P.O. Box 208
Broomhill, Glasgow, G11 7ZB UK Arc, VA 23003
WANTED

Your editor wants Illustrated articles on unusual topics that will delight just about everyone. Yes, it is time
for our members to share their knowledge and expertise with the rest of us. Please consider it.
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DUES ARE DUE NEXT MONTH

We want to thank all of the old members in advance for sticking with us for such a
long time. You have been a very special part of our life. And stepping out of the royal
“WE” editorial mode for a moment, | REALLY MEAN IT! Dues in the US are $25.00/year.
Over seas the dues are $30.00/per year, and in Canada the dues are $20.00/per year.

ENJOY YOUR LIFE!

GREETINGS

| MERRY CHRISTMAS |
i WLECTRIC\ALL_Y :

THE POSTER STAMP BULLETIN
Walter Schmidt, Editor

3654 Upper Applegate Road
Jacksonville, Oregon, 97530 USA
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