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EDITORIAL : 
Q U E S T I O N ? 

Can a movie ever be so bad that it is rea l ly good? Ponder th is for a 
moment. We think that w e have come upon some Poster Stamps that 
advert i se movies that may qua l i fy for this honor. Of course , today w e call 
them "cult' c l a s s i c s . 
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IVIORE CAR NEWS PROM STEVEN McMAHON 

THE AMERICAN FAIR 
B y B Stephen McMahon 

In 1931 Atlantic City hosted the second annual American Fair from July 16 to August 26. It was primarily an 
Industrial fair. More than 100 exhibitors exhibited in the Atlantic City auditorium. These exhibitors included IBM, 
Singer Sewing Machines, Chrysler Corporation, 49 large manufacturers from the state of New Jersey, The Federal 
Government and 2 foreign countries. The American Fair was the first annually recurring national business and 
Industrial pageant. The pageant was a non-profit event funded by the state of New Jersey to promote tourism and 
admission to the public was free. 
Below is a cover issued the first day of the fair. Note the poster stamp attached to the back of the cover. If one looks 
closely at the stamp, in the lower left corner will be seen an automobile. Is this event an automobile exhibition 
event? Yes it is! Below is also a clipping from the Detroit Free Press of July 19,1931 describing Chrysler's 
participation at the fair. 
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Corporation Stages 
Only Auto Exhibk 

Chrj'uler rorporntton U thn opjy 
nutotnoilva mnniifoctui'cr to hn rop-
leacntt'd at tho nccond nnnuni 
"Ainoricnii fnlr," which opened in 
Alltititic City T h u r a U y In the 
world'j* lorffeat exhibit hall, the 
AtulUorlum. 

Tho four mnjor dlvlalans of the 
Chrysler corporntlon — Chr>'n5ftr, 
Dodge, Dc Soto' ami Pljmouth— 
liro mlilziriK ripproxlmntely 20.fKK) 
jjquQro feet of lloor- spnco tlltfilay-
In!,' ihr.li* vtirloiin lines of motor 
cntu. ?.Ioro tlinn 100 oxIilbltorH, In* 
clmilnK tho Unltfiti Sti i tM nnil 
f^iiprlo RIcan Kovprmncnlu, arc 
foimtt In rhn Amliiorluni, Thn vnd-
oun Chr}'j«k'r illf.pSay.t rir« the only 
f\mnnint1v<i ill«ipmyM tlmL Ihiv rx-
iilhtt \mi pvcr litid, 

I t Is I'sHiniitcd thnt Jnnro Ihnn 
I'.OOO.OOO punplfi wi l l nttciiil the «x-
liiblt frotn J u l y 10 lo Atiiiynt 25. 

Itj a. rp.'ire of H-txH.' toci t l if 
Chrvnicr i-tt\m (.'orpornlion \s lUa-
iilnyJnK 'J2 motor (tuni ot thu Im* 
f,min\. Iho Du l.ilxti 
Iho "70" ami tww Cltryiilei- I i lx UuitH. 
A mnliou iilcturi! Mliosvh^; vn.iioii'* 
phJiaeH of nJimufriclun? nnd por-
formaiice of ilmw car/i l.i aliown 
ijoiUinuou-.ly i i i Ihlrt exhibit. 

DodKf BrothcJ'rt' exhibit fcntlirca 
the Dotifjp niUcai^n marnlhon car. 
which truvult'il moro limn 100,000 
miles In Icsa thnn a year. Comitlctn 
dlHplnya of thn D ih Ibc S ix nnil E I r I i I 
«;yl ndcr llnc.t. m wel l iih DoflRC 
truekn, Inxicjiba and motor buacs, 
aro IncUulud In thhi rnce. 



"What is it?" 
WE G E T R E P L I g S 

Hi Walter, the latest Bulletin arrived in the mail yeaterday, and I was amused... 

I thought it better to send an image than to describe what that 'growth' is. Rather than dig 
through thousands of slides taken when I was in Prague years ago, it was easier to dig 
through thousands of old postcards which I used to collect. At least they aren't at the 
bottom of the closet. 

So there are two old postcards showing the Vysehrad in the southern part of the city. The 
fortress overlooking the Vltava river was built on an rock outcrop along the river, easier 
to see in the two postcards. The tunnel through the outcrop was bored for a newer road 
along the river. 

Joyce's comments on the Paris stamp stumped me until I looked at my copy and 
immediately saw the 'bird's' beak. Less blurry that the photocopy. Again another older 
postcard ca 1900 best shows the trees on that little point of land in the Seine. 

Thanks to you both for an amusing diversion. Steve 
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AN EDITORIAL BLUNDER PAINFULLY REMEMBEREDj 
There w a s a time w h e n w e a s s u m e d that the vendor knew w h a t he w a s 

ta lk ing about w h e n he presented a Poster Stamp in our auction a n d l isted it 
as an A l fonse Mucha i s sue . It w a s n ' t , a n d , boy, did w e hear about it. Our 
credibi l i ty dropped to a tad below zero. Wel l , folks , fasten your s e a t belts 
because w e are going to soar into Mucha land one more time. 

The fo l lowing Poster Stamps are def inite ly the work of A l f o n s e Mucha . 

We are told by those who know that the fo l lowing were not d r a w n by 
Mucha. A p p a r e n t l y they were des igned by art ists w h o admired Muchq's; 
s ty le . 

I 



P A G E S 
WHAT DOES S C A R C E M E A N ? 

To some it means s o m e w h e r e between common and rare. To others it 
might mean very f e w i s sues w e r e printed. The most accepted def in i t ion of 
" s c a r c e " is that scarce mater ia l is not often found in most co l lect ions . What 
fo l lows are e x a m p l e s of what most dea lers consider scarce m a t e r i a l . 
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M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N O N BERLINER M Q R G E N P O S T S 
Eckhart Bloom wri tes : 

In my collection I found poster stamps from the 52. week 1913 to the 10. week 1918. 
Two values: 20 and 25 P f with the same motive and the same text on the reverse side i f any since 
the 15. week 1914, series; 
from the year 1916 only the value 25 P f , 1918: 30 P f ; 
coloured motives only until the 22. week 1915, thereafter black or grey or brown and white; 
the military leaders like Moltke, Ludendorff and Hindenburg in black and white (51 week 1914 until 
the6. week 1915). 
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Bullet in 278, Berliner Morgenpost 
D a s a wr i tes : 

The Berliner Morgenpost Poster stamps were so interesting to me as the founder of the magazine is in 
my Jewish Personalities at the Philatelic Library. Thought you might like a shortened version: 

Leopold Ullstein was born September 6, 1826 in Bavaria, Germany. He had seven siblings who all 
trained to take over the family business of their father, a paper merchant. Leopold wanted to start his 
own business s. He went to Berlin where in 1898 he founded the magazine "The Berliner Morgenpost" 
and many other publishing entities. He died December 4, 1899. His 5 sons took over his publishing 
empire worth 60 million, the largest publishing house in Europe, in 1934, the Nazis forcibly "Aryanized it 
for 6 million. 

r>in Y O U K N O W ? 

We were told by someone v/ho knows a ton of odd bal l informat ion 
(we won't mention any names) that w h e n Kather ine Hepburn w a s a teen­
ager, she w a s the model who posed for this Counci l Against Into lerance 
Poster Stamp. 

What w e w a n t to know is how did this fe l low know this informat ion is 
true if indeed it i s ? 

G E R M A N T R A N S L A T I O N OF THIS UNUSUAL ITEM 

" E v e r y o n e w h o is under insured acts reck les ly ." 
Ed Note: Our i . terpre .aMon of .h i s image is quite different. 

" E g o m o n i a c s tend to soar liigh before they f a l l . " 
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Josef Urbach 
1889, Neuss am Rhein - 8 October 1973, Essen 

Urbach studied at the Diisseldorf School of Applied Arts under Peter Behrens and Friz H . Ehmcke whose 
modernist influence shows in his one Icnown poster stamp design for the Hubertus drugstore H . Krings in 
his hometown of Neuss - a fine example of Fldchenstil (flat style). He also designed several posters 
recorded in Das friihe Plakat, but after spending 1911 in Paris, he turned more towards painting for which 
he is better known, and studied at the Art Academy at Karlsruhe. After World War One he became a pro­
fessor at the Folkwang School in Essen. During the Third Reich his art was branded "degenerate" and 
when his studio was bombed during World War Two, much of his work was lost. 

Selling Modernity 

Nick Follansbee 

I recently acquired a book entitled Selling Modernity, Advertising in Twentieth Century Germany. I 
thought I might find something in it about poster stamps but did not. However, I did gain one insight 
that I think is worth sharing. At the beginning of the century, the German people generally did not, in 
fact, embrace product advertising, ft was considered crass and un-German ("American" they called it) 
by many traditionalists. Posters that we consider important and beautiful today were not universally 
admired then. Instead many resented them as being part of the visual noise of urban life and the way of 
a future they contemplated with unease. 

It occurred to me reading this that an important purpose for poster stamps and for the encouragement 
given to collecting them may have been to overcome this resistance to advertising in general and 
posters in particular. Exposure in small doses. Perhaps advertising a product was even the secondary 
fimction - what they were really selling was the concept of advertising, itself 
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THE APRIL A U C T I O N 

This is a $ 3 . 0 0 minimum bid auct ion. Thus , you may find s o m e 
barga ins . Those in the know wi l l do w e l l . It is our hope that e v e r y o n e wi l l 
f ind something of interest. 

As w e do not carefu l ly examine every item for faults and b idders can 
not e x a m i n e auction mater ia l prior to b idding, we a l l o w the return of any 
items with in 10 d a y s . No quest ions a s k e d . Most of our members k n o w this, 
but our new members may not. 

In this auction you w i l l f ind a var iety of trash and t reasure . We wish 
al l bidders good luck in determining the d i f ference , and for non bidders , 
w e hope that you a l l w i l l enjoy the d i sp lay . 

135•^9WZ6sr ^ 
NEW Y O R K 

UNDERPRiCEIVr 
CLOAK, SUITS 
AND DRESSES 
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CAFE U.TEE-SALON 
, . C E N T R A L ' r 



JOSEF RSffBrSchuhwarenfagir'" 
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Ji^; stein & floSfomsfi;, ficmmlaais """c^cfoSrif, SicSfait, M', 
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R-RACKLES UR-RACKLES UR-RACKLES 
E P F E L W E C N K E L T E B E I A E P F E L W E I N K E L T E R E I A E P F E L W E I N K E L T E R E r 
R A W K F U R T a . M . F R A N K F U K T n . M . F W A N K F U K T n M. 

42 Set of 6 MB$ 18.00 

Harmootlca 
JO<,C HlJBtT (MdWCHEN 

48 49 



A D V E R T I S I N G 
CINDERELLA WHERE ARE YOU? 

WE ARE ACTIVELY BUYING C O L L E C T I O N S OF STAMPS AND POSTER STAMPS. 
Ca l l or v is it our store 

UPTOWN STAMP SHOW 
2373 NW Westover Road 

Portland OR 97210 
Cal l 503-444-7119 or Emai l w w w . u p t o w n s t a m p show.com 

ALWAYS WANTED 
Woman's suf f rage & Polit ical Sea l s , WWI and Wil s e a l s , b a s e b a l l sea l s , 

p ins , cards , sports memorab i l i a of any type. Polit ical pins , r ibbons , 
banners , old stocks and bonds , w a n t e d . High prices pa id . P lease contact: 

PAUL LONGO PO. BOX 5502 MAGNOLIA, MA. 01930 
OR PHONE (978) 5252290 

MR. ICE CREAM DESIRES ICE C R E A M AND SODA FOUNTAIN POSTER 
STAMPS FROM A R O U N D THE WORLD. 

Poster stamps that picture ice cream, soda fountains, ice cream 
machines , or people enjoying ice cream are preferred. A banana 
split reward is offered for any graphical ly pleasing poster stamp; 
that I buy that I do not a l ready have in my collection. 

ALLAN "MR. ICE CREAM" MELLIS 
1115 West Montana 

Chicago, IL, 60614-2220 USA 
Phone 773-327-9123 Email mel l isfamily@ren.com 

HOW TO BECOME OBSCURELY FAMOUS F O R E V E R ? 

Write a brief i l lustrated art ic le of interest for the Poster Stamp 
Bul let in. T h e n , in the future, t rave l to London and vis it the Ph i la te l i c 
L ibrary. In the phi late l ic col lect ions sect ion , you wi l l find your Poster Stamp 
art ic le w i l l be there. 

You are invited to v is i t the e b a y store of Ward's S e a l s . A 
var ie ty of Poster Stamps are offered. S imply G o o g l e 
search : Ward's Sea l s and C indere l l a s or, if on e b a y , search 
se l ler : m r . s e a l w a r d 
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We shout /rom afar, "DON'TPUSH!' 

J A N U A R Y AUCTION RESULTS 2018 
2 . $ 3 . 7 5 , 3 . $ 4 . 2 5 , 7 . $ 4 . 7 5 , 1 3 , $ 3 . 2 5 , 1 8 . $ 3 0 . 2 5 , 1 9 . $ 6 6 . 2 5 . 2 1 . $ 1 2 . 2 5 . 
2 7 . $ 1 0 . 0 0 , 4 3 . $ 1 2 . 2 5 . 

TrjE POSTER STAMP BULLETI?.^ 
Walter Schmidt, Editor 
3654 Upper Applegate Road 
Ja'cksoiiville, Oregon, 97530 USA 
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